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Abstract

A Research on Constructing Hanja Dictionary

on the Internet —from a Standpoint of Media.

Ryu, In Tae

Department of Korean Classics in Chinese
Graduate School,

Gyeongsang National University, ROK

Supervised by Professor Jang, Won Cheol

This paper points out the drawbacks of the precedented ‘web publishing of
Classical Chinese document’, discussing how to fix the problems and bring
scope for improvements from a standpoint of media. Only was ‘Hanja
dictionary’ chosen as specific object of the research because of
comprehensiveness of the concept of ‘Classical Chinese document’, this
research tries to analyze both the traditional ‘Hanja dictionary’ which has a
type of publications and the digital ‘Hanja dictionary’ which is constructed
on the Internet. The viewpoint used to analyze both the traditional ‘Hanja
dictionary’ and the digital ‘Hanja dictionary is based on the references that
are usually handled in the Modern Semiotics and theories of Media and
Communication. In addition, another disciplines that study human culture
and the methodology of social sciences are used by the existing state of
things to this research.

As a media, the characteristics of the traditional ‘Hanja dictionary spring
from its ways of classification-arrangement-search. For example, these
particular ways by using its radical word[#®&] and consonant-vowel[#] and
number of strokes[Z|] are typical factors of ‘Hanja dictionary’ as a media,
and besides there are another ways of classification arrangement-search

such as “search method based on the stroke order[Z|E#3%]", “search me-
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-thod based on the assigning certain numbers to four equally divided parts
of Hanja[la/A%EHEi%]". As a media, the characteristics of ways of classificatio
n-arrangement-search that have diverse denotations of the society culture-
language since the beginning of the Chinese character culture reflect a
vision of the universe from the confucian traditions, the historical transition
of Hanja as a ideogram, unique identity of Hangul that contains Hanja and
so on. This helps us understand how the traditional ‘Hanja dictionary’
influences with the Middle Age society in terms of media. In addition, it
enables us to recognize that the media of the Middle Ages has subliminal
influence with the modern people with the consideration of the fact that
traditional ‘Hanja dictionary’ is still being used in today’s Modern society.

The traditional ‘Hanja dictionary’ has been constructed in various forms
on the Internet with the changes in Multimedia Environment. But it seems
that diverse digital ‘Hanja dictionary’ has not been capable of inheriting the
traditional ‘Hanja dictionary’ properly. Because most digital ‘Hanja dictionary’
focus on efficiency of the new technology. In a networked computing
environment, they are focussing only on the efficiency of searching
information, neglecting diverse denotations of the society culture-language of
the traditional ‘Hanja dictionary’. The technology of networked computing
has the positive possibilities of the ‘remediation’. However to convert the
possibilities into reality, it is essential to have an in-depth understanding of
traditional ‘Hanja dictionary’ and the digital ‘Hanja dictionary’ from the
perspective of media.

Conclusively, the comparative analysis on traditional ‘Hanja dictionary and
digital ‘Hanja dictionary’ support the previous ‘web publishing of Classical
Chinese document’ on the aspect of understandings on media and reflects
careful thoughts on how understandings on media could be applied to ‘web

publishing of Classical Chinese document’.
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