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Abstract

A Look at Digital Humanities Methods and Practices
- Focusing on the Case of the DB Construction Based on the Records
of Susinsa (Joseon’s Envoys Sent to Japan in the Late 19th Century)

Ryu, In-tae*

The DB Construction Based on the Records of Susinsa (Joseon's Envoys Sent
to Japan in the Late 19th Century) is a research project designed to collect various
types of materials related to Susinsa during the Joseon Dynasty, translate and
interpret the contents of the materials, and build a comprehensive database. This
project deserves to be recognized as part of digital humanities, as it involves the
construction of a digital database of diverse information and knowledge obtained
from the processes of collection, translation, and interpretation of all the relevant
materials.

This project has two significant implications with regard to its digital nature.
First, this project demonstrates the outstanding differences between traditional and
digital humanities in terms of the way research is conducted. This project is based
on a research group’s collective work instead of an individual’'s research results as
1s common in many traditional humanities research studies. Moreover, not only the
research results, the research procedures are also treated as a significant element
in this digital research approach. In short, this research approach faithfully follows
the basic tenets of digital humanities studies that place more focus on processes
than results and value collective rather than individual research efforts.

Second, this research has actively explored the following issues: What
significance does database construction have in digital humanities? How should
contents visualization and database construction be integrated intimately? Currently,
the Korean government concentrates on the support of “visualization - realization
of digital contents” when it comes to the country’s national digital humanities

projects. This approach leaves room for misunderstanding, i.e., digital humanities
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studies get involved only in the production of visualized materials. Note, however,
that significant visualized materials can only be produced from throughly designed
databases. Thus, this project seeks to design and build a complete database.
Meanwhile, such new research and database construction directions could be
discerned from the perspectives of traditional humanities studies, too. This is
because digital humanities studies are not inherently different from traditional

humanities studies; the former is merely an extension of the latter in the digital age.

Susinsa, DB Construction, Digital Humanities
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